
HI 223 : Japanese History and Religion 

Japanese history and religion are intimately intertwined; indeed, it is impossible to understand one without the 
other. This course is intended to assist you in understanding Japan in the context of its history and major 
religious traditions. It will cover the sweep of Japan's story from its archaeological and mythical beginnings to 
today. We will explore the development of its primary religious traditions, Buddhism and Shinto, as well as 
other religions such as Confucianism that play an important part in Japanese history and thought. Readings will 
include texts by Japanese and non-Japanese alike. No previous knowledge of Japan is assumed. 
Credits  4.0 
Notes 
(See RE 223.) 
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