PO 260 : Political Psychology

Political psychology is an exploding interdisciplinary field of study dedicated to understanding the
psychological underpinnings of political cognition and political behavior. Researchers in this field use the tools
of psychologists, behavioral economists, and cognitive scientists to study core questions about politics in novel
and exciting new directions. Key questions answered in this course include: How is personality related to
politics? Are politicians psychopathic? Are there psychological underpinnings of authoritarianism? Are there
intuitive ethics and moral foundations that underlie all societies? Can humans overcome cognitive biases and
prejudices in politics? Why are conspiracy theories so hard to combat?
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