RE 216 : Religion and Film

Many people's ideas about religion are shaped by how it is presented in film. This class will introduce the
vocabulary of film analysis to students and then use it to study a variety of films. We will see that films often
reflect the concerns of the time in which they were made, even if they claim to represent the life of Jesus or
other biblical figures. Films to be studied include several Bible films (that is, films adapting stories from Bible),
films that represent Jewish and/or Christian ideas, and films representing other religions. Films are one of the
most complex art forms, but most people watch them passively. In this class we will learn to “read” them
carefully, analyze them, and reflect upon them. While the content of the films will be biblical and religious, the
skills learned in this class are applicable to any film-based medium.
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